XI.   U. S. MILITARY POLICY:
IMPERIALISM OR DEFENSE?

U

. S. MILITARY policy after the present war is currently dis-
cussed in terms of bases or of the pros and cons of universal train-
ing. Both discussions, however, involve a third question which is
fundamental to both. Shall we go in for imperialism, which Irving
Babbitt aptly defines as the desire to domineer, or shall we be con-
tent with mastery over ourselves?

Thus the necessities of our time, which continually assail us with
highly financed and mechanized propaganda, compel us resolutely
to go on repeating Foch's favorite question: "De quoi s'agit-tiP*
What's it all about? What are we trying to do? Otherwise we find
ourselves carried away on some muddy "wave of the future," very
possibly in a direction opposite to that in which we wish to go.

Let us take first the matter of bases. As a summary of what is pro-
posed I quote the greater part of an article published by that excel-
lent military commentator, Hanson Baldwin, in the Nev> York
Times of May 22, '45:

For the United States there are, strategically, certain basic comer-
stones that must fit into our concept of tomorrow's world if the
needs of American military and political security are to be met
These are:

(1)  The political and military integrity of the Western Hemi-
sphere. A modern restatement of the Monroe Doctrine must be an
integral part of all our diplomacy.

(2)  The retention of certain outlying bases and/or the right to
use other bases essential to the proper defense of the Western
Hemisphere, and the further development of such bases where
needed. Such areas include Newfoundland and Labrador; Green-
land, perhaps Iceland; Bermuda; the West Indies bases, from tihe
Bahamas to Trinidad; the bulge of Brazil, and, in the Pacific, the
Galapagos Islands, the Hawaiian Islands (the nub of the whole Pa-
cific base system), and Alaska and the Aleutians.

Arrangements for permission to use, under certain conditions, the
facilities of the Azores, Ascension Island in the south Atlantic, and
even the British Isles themselves should be made. The Panama Canal
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